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Where have all the loras gone? 
 

After a season of more and heavier rains following a multi-year drought, the 

loras seem to have dispersed around the island, making them more difficult to 

find and count.  During the annual parrot roost count, nearly 700 parrots were 

counted.  That is fewer than in previous years, but it is not because they are 

not here but rather that they may now be sleeping in locations which are more 

difficult to access and observe.  Therefore, not all loras have been counted.  

The count takes place on the last Saturday of January every year and gives us an 

estimate of the minimum number of parrots on the island.  

 

Again this year, several teams reported hearing loras or seeing them flying 

nearby but not within the area that they were surveying.  Two sites near 

residential areas which last year had nearly 300 loras each, had much less this 

year.  In the area of Sabadeco, for example, the total number dropped from 229 

to just 11!  Also in the Washington Slagbaai Park the total count has declined 

for the second year in a row, this time just over 50 birds were counted.  

However, the Park Manager, Paulo Bertuol, suspects there may be new roosts 

forming and these areas will be included in the surveys for next year. 

 

There were roost sites included this year which haven’t been counted in many 

years but which are now showing activity, proving that the loras are regularly 

moving around the island and periodically changing their roost location.  This 

unpredictable behavior of the loras makes it challenging for the participating 

volunteers to count them each year. The staff of STINAPA counted inside the 

Washington Slagbaai Park. Outside the park over 50 volunteers visited 17 

different sites. The loras are counted in a simultaneous count, which requires 

everyone to set off in the very early morning (pre-dawn) hours to locations all 

over the island.  As the loras wake up and depart from the tree where they’ve 

been sleeping, they are counted.  Each lora is only counted once. By adding the 

numbers which have been simultaneously counted across all the sites, the 

organizers are able to get a sense of the minimum number of loras on the island.  

This annual census is important for parrot conservation on Bonaire and for 

protecting the Yellow-shouldered Amazon Parrot (Amazona barbadensis) globally. 

 

To learn more about the loras, please visit www.salbanoslora.info.  

 

This roost count is held every year on the last Saturday of January.  This 

year’s count was the twenty-second count overall and the twelfth consecutive 

count. This year’s count was organized by Echo, STINAPA and the Department of 

Environment and Nature of the public entity. 

 

A big thank you goes out to all the volunteers and to the following who 

contributed prizes for the volunteer raffle which followed the count: Just 4 

Pets, Echo, Dutch Caribbean Nature Alliance, STINAPA, and Addo’s bookstore. 

 

 

 

 

Traha huntu na un desaroyo duradero pa Boneiru

NOS TA BIBA DI NATURALESA

Mens: Pantone 1685
Flamingo: 100% magenta
Vis: Pantone 313
Zon: Pantone 1795
Cactus: Pantone 370  

http://www.salbanoslora.info/

